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The Better Beginnings early  
literacy program connects families  

with books through free reading packs.   
Our goal is to inspire a love of reading and 
learning for all Western Australian children.

Can’t find the exact  
book shown here?   

For more book 
suggestions, visit 
the Book Finder 

on the Better 
Beginnings website:

Better Beginnings is developed and managed by  
The State Library of Western Australia and delivered  

through public libraries.  The program is funded  
via a tri-partite alliance between the  

Government of Western Australia (including  
Royalties for Regions), Western Australian  

local governments and Rio Tinto.

www.better-beginnings.com.au

The books on this 
 list have been selected by the  

Better Beginnings team of children’s 
literature specialists and are  
favourites of many children  

and their families.

Where’s My Teddy?
Written and illustrated by 

Jez Alborough
WALKER BOOKS, 2017

One, Two, Kangaroo
Written by Ed Allen

Illustrated by Cate James
SCHOLASTIC AUSTRALIA, 2023

Who Sank the Boat?
Written and illustrated by 

Pamela Allen 
Picture Puffin, 1988 

When the Waterhole Dries Up
Written by Kaye Baillie

Illustrated by Max Hamilton
Windy Hollow Books, 2021

Our Bugs
Written and illustrated by 

Bronwyn Bancroft
Hardie Grant Children’s Publishing, 

2023

Train Party
Written and illustrated by  

Karen Blair
PUFFIN, 2021

Mister Magnolia
Written and illustrated by 

Quentin Blake
RED FOX, 2010

I’m a Dirty Dinosaur
Written by Janeen Brian
Illustrated by Ann James

PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE, 2013

Mr Gumpy’s Outing
Written and illustrated by  

John Burningham
RED FOX, 2013

Shapes and Colours
Written and illustrated by  

John Canty
BERBAY PUBLISHING, 2020

From Head to Toe
Written and illustrated by  

Eric Carle
PENGUIN BOOKS, 1999

Lion Is That You?
Written and illustrated by  

Moira Court
FREMANTLE PRESS, 2022

Bushlife 
Written and illustrated by 

Pete Cromer
FIVE MILE, 2022

https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=Where%27s+my+teddy+alborough&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=one+two+kangaroo+ed+allen&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=When+the+waterhole+dries+up&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=our+bugs+bronwyn+bancroft&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=Train+party+karen+blair&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=mister+magnolia+quentin+blake&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=I%27m+a+dirty+dinosaur+janeen+brian&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=Mr+Gumpy%27s+outing+john+burningham&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=shapes+and+colours+john+canty&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=from+head+to+toe+eric+carle&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=lion+is+that+you+moira+court&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/?searchtype=t&SORT=D&searcharg=bushlife&searchscope=2&submit.x=26&submit.y=14
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search~S2/X?Who+Sank+the+boat+pamela+allen&SORT=D&searchscope=2


To find your 
nearest public 

library, visit the 
Library Finder  

on our website

Planes Planes Planes!  
Find Your Favourite!

Written by Donna David
Illustrated by Nina Pirhonen

MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS, 2023

Good Night, Sleep Tight
Written by Mem Fox 

Illustrated by Judy Horacek
SCHOLASTIC AUSTRALIA, 2012

Let’s Build a Boat
Written by Jane Godwin
Illustrated by Meg Rennie

LITTLE HARE BOOKS, 2023

This is the Bear
Written by Sarah Hayes

Illustrated by Helen Craig
WALKER BOOKS , 2003 

Faster, Faster! Nice and Slow!
Written by Sue Heap

Illustrated by Nick Sharratt
PENGUIN BOOKS, 2006

A House
Written and illustrated by  

Kevin Henkes
HARPERCOLLINS PUBLISHERS, 2022

Blueberry Farm
Written and illustrated by  

Stephen Michael King
SCHOLASTIC PRESS, 2023

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, 
What Do You See?

Written by Bill Martin Jr
Illustrated by Eric Carle

PUFFIN BOOKS, 2007

Ruffles and the Red, Red Coat
Written by David Melling

NOSY CROW, 2021

Bush Birds
Written and illustrated by 

Helen Milroy
FREMANTLE PRESS, 2023

Owl Babies
Written by Martin Waddell

Illustrated by Patrick Benson
WALKER BOOKS, 1995

Tiny Tradies
Written by Tami Sussman
Illustrated by Tom Jellett

AFFIRM KIDS, 2023 

Wombat Can’t Sing
Written and illustrated by  

Katie Stewart
FREMANTLE PRESS, 2022

The Little Mouse, the Red Ripe 
Strawberry, and the Big Hungry Bear

Written and illustrated by Don Wood
CHILD’S PLAY, 1987

Duckling Runs Away
Written by Margaret Wild
Illustrated by Vivienne To

ALLEN & UNWIN, 2023

If your toddler  
won’t sit still for a whole 

book, that’s ok!  Make 
reading time short, often 

and happy!

Whose Dinosaur Bones?
Written and illustrated by 

Chihiro Takeuchi
BERBAY PUBLISHING, 2022

We Might See
Written and illustrated by 

Charlie Mylie
ABRAMS APPLESEED, 2023

Did you know that your  
child can have their own  

FREE library card? 

Make book browsing and borrowing  
at your local public library a regular 

part of your week.

Story sharing sessions may be  
held at your library too. Just ask!

Supported by Royalties for Regions and Western Australian Local Governments
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